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Filed 
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Examiner 
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Washington, D. C. 20231 



Response and amendment under C.F.r. § 1.116(a) 



This is in response to the Office Action pertaining to the above-referenced 
application, mailed April 19, 2006. Claims 1-20 are pending in the application. Claims 
2-10 and 18-20 are allowed. Claims 1 and 13-17 stand rejected. Claims 11 and 12 are 
objected to. Applicants are canceling claims 1 and 13-17 without prejudice. In 
compliance with the Examiner's suggestion, applicants are rewriting claim 11 in 
independent form, including all of the limitations of the base claim and any intervening 
claims. Applicants believe the rewriting of claim 1 1 places both claim 1 1 and claim 12 in 
condition for allowance. Applicants, therefore, request the Examiner to: consider 
amended claim 11; and pass amended claims 11 and 12 on to allowance, along with 
previously allowed claims 2-10 and 18-20. 

Please amend the above-identified patent application as follows: 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 2 of this paper. 

Remarks/Arguments begin on page 7 of this paper. 
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